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I. PRE-PROGRAM

 A. INFORMATION 

 All inquiring students, applicants and admitted students are kept regularly informed of public health conditions 

and pandemic measures in place in IFE’s program cities. 

 B. PREPARATION (AND STUDENT AGREEMENT)

 Students are sent online pre-departure exercises which include discussion of pandemic conditions and preparing 

for a healthy and productive sojourn abroad.

 In addition to the Internship Agreement signed by all applicants as part of the application process and 

indicating their agreement with a basic code of professional behavior, IFE requires a distinct COVID-compliance 

agreement, to be signed by all admitted students, indicating their understanding of and intent to comply with 

all IFE requirements concerning safe behavior.

II.  DURING THE PROGRAM

 A. INSTRUCTION MODEL, INCLUDING SAFETY MEASURES

 The following measures are currently enforced at IFE, and will continue to be so until public health regulations 

and conditions permit otherwise:

 • Social distancing in classroom

 • Social distancing in common space

 • Increased cleaning of classrooms and common space

 • Hand sanitizer readily available and strongly encouraged

 • Masks required

 • Temperature check once a day

 • Students encouraged to download a contact tracing app

 The following steps may be taken if public health conditions and enrollment levels dictate:

 • Class sessions moved online or separated into small sections, or

 • Alternating online and in-person class sessions
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B.  SITE VISITS AND EXCURSIONS

 Curricular and co-curricular site visits will be maintained, with full precautions as mandated by either government 

public health regulations or common sense. In addition, most site visits are out-of-doors during the pandemic.

C.  GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS CONCERNING UNIVERSITIES

 IFE respects and enforces all government-decreed Covid procedures for institutions of higher education that are 

applicable to IFE’s programs. 

D.  COMPLIANCE AND DISCIPLINE   

   At the start of the program, in the presence of IFE staff, all enrolled students sign a COVID-compliance 

agreement by which they indicate their intent to abide by all rules and guidelines set by or communicated by 

IFE concerning safe behavior. Students will be warned that at the second infraction IFE will consider sanctions 

including expulsion.

III.  PUBLIC REGULATIONS INCLUDING TRAVEL

 Once students are on site they are kept informed of all local public health regulations and prohibitions, and of all 

changes to same. 

 Public health measures stipulated by local or national governments vary slightly across IFE’s four sites in three 

countries. Generally, masks are required outdoors, and indoors in any commercial or professional space. Social 

distancing is to be observed indoors and outdoors. Public gatherings above a certain (small) size are forbidden, 

and curfews have in certain times and places been implemented. 

 Public transportation includes a series of measures to remove all need for physical contact (eg ticketing), to 

maintain a distance between passengers, and make hand sanitizer available at all stations and stops. Students 

will be informed of these measures and of the mandatory need for compliance on their part. 

 Similarly, the Schengen space and individual countries and possibly regions within that space have some 

restrictions on travel and entry. These are susceptible to modification in response to public health conditions. 

Students will be advised of all travel restrictions and of the need for compliance. 

 For reliable and up-to-date information on the pandemic in Europe and official responses and restrictions, in 

English:

 •  The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/world/series/coronavirus-live

 •  The European Center for Disease Prevention and Control  https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en including risk

    assessment and situation updates. 
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IV.  STUDENT WELLBEING

A.  SUPPORT

 IFE’s programs are small and individualized and IFE staff are in regular contact with their students. Support and 

- if needed - referrals are available for all situations and are provided by a member of the staff the student knows 

well and has already come to to trust. 

 All students are given a personal cellphone number for their program coordinator.

 During the Covid-19 crisis IFE student followup pays particular attention to issues of health, and safe and 

healthy practices. 

B. IN CASE OF ILLNESS, INCLUDING QUARANTINE

 On a 24/7 basis IFE will provide immediate telephone and in-person assistance, working in conjunction with the 

student’s lodger. IFE staff will arrange for medical examination (in English if desired) and for testing. In the case 

of a positive test result, IFE will work with the lodger to ensure adequate quarantine conditions and will provide 

all necessary logistical and personal support to the student. 

V.  HOUSING

 All students are housed in individual rooms, mostly with individual bathrooms. Students are responsible for 

keeping their room clean. Common areas are regularly cleaned and - during the pandemic - sanitized. IFE is a 

party to any IFE housing arrangement and is available in the case of problems stemming either from student (in)

actions or the housing situation itself


