
IFE course syllabus

Course title
Europe - Culture, Institutions, Society                                                      

Course taught by
Virginie Van Ingelgom
Holding a joint PhD in international politics from Sciences Po (Paris) and the Catholic University of Louvain (CULouvain), Virginie Van 
Ingelgom was awarded a post as Research Associate Professor with the Belgian National Research Foundation and CULouvain’s 
European Institute of Political Science. Her research interests focus on the issue of democracy and legitimacy at the subnational, 
national, European and global levels, on indifference and ambivalence in citizens’ attitudes, on policy feedbacks and in qualitative 
and mixed methods.Virginie has won numerous awards for her research publications and is the recipient of a Starting Grant from 
the European Research Commission (ERC) to fund a large project on citizens’ disaffection, as well as serving as co-leader or PI on 
other major research  programs on political perceptions. Virginie has been a visiting fellow or visiting professor at Oxford University, 
Sciences Po, University of Montreal, and the Graduate Institute of Geneva, among others. 

Purpose of the course
This course is intended to introduce students to Europe in several senses of the term by looking at, in turn: 
1) the main historical periods and the leading actors of civilizational change, 
2) the functioning of the European Union, its institutions and decision mechanisms, 
3) European integration in concrete terms including economic, political, European citizenry, common public policies,
4) current issues and future stakes for the European Union. 

Description of the course
The notions of European citizenry and European identification are the thematic threads running through the course and its ex-
amination of multiple “Europes” - cultural (Western, Central, Mediterranean, question of boundaries) and institutional (the EU). 
The approach taken is at once socio-historical and political, in order to foster an understanding of what links politics and cultural 
practices (attachment to institutions, public opinions, representations...) across the great diversity of Europe(s). 

Course format
The course  meets once weekly for 2.5 hours throughout the twelve-week internship period. At the beginning of each class meeting, 
a student presents a fifteen-minute press review of European affairs and events during the preceding week. A second student 
leads a fifteen-minute discussion of some current issue or problem related to the theme of the class meeting - including addressing 
questions to the other students, based on a text that the student found and circulated at least two days before the class meeting. 
The rest of the meeting time is devoted to a lecture/seminar format. 

Course outline

1. Introduction in the form of a lecture/visit to the European Parliament.

2.  The foundations of European integration – historical foundations of Europe and of various “Europes” – press review 
conducted together as an introduction. 

3. Europe from the interwar period to reconstruction – the question of boundaries, the emergence of the notion of Europe – 
WWII as fertile ground for integration. 

4.  The beginnings of European integration – inventing the European community – first difficulties – Coal and Steel Community 
– failure of a Europe of Defense – what form political union?



5.  From political union to common market (1980 – present) – The treaties of Maastricht, Amsterdam, Nice, Lisbon – the failure 
of a Constitutional Treaty.

6. Belonging to the EU – widening the union – criteria for joining – the stakes of not identifying borders clearly – the long 
construction of European citizenship and its relations to national citizenship.

7. European identity, fiction or reality – are there specific European values? – Life together: cultural and academic exchange 
– how to reinforce political dimensions of the Union – the role of media. 

8.  Decision making with 27 members –  the role and functions of institutions – the European Council and the “triangle” of EU 
institutions.

9. The major policies of the European Union – circulation of goods, capital and workers – the Euro – European “policy-mix” 
– national resistances – asylum and integration – a common agricultural policy – etc. 

10. A final discussion – where are we today? – Brexit, Ukraine, challenges to the EU...

Grading

The grade assessed is a weighted average of the press review (20%), leading a debate (20%), final written examination (50%), and 
class participation (10%).  

Equivalent in American university course offerings
Any course focusing on the European Union, European integration and the like. 


